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Kyodan Christian iiducation Study, Conference ; 


m March, 1956, a study of Christian education in Japan was inau- 

ed by the Kyodan (Group Number 3: Kyodan Study Group--The Church 

} ation. ) In October, 1956, its conclusions were published in . 
fo ma, Obstacles. to Christian Education." Boldly asking, what are — 
»stacles to Christian -ducation in Japan, it centered its inquiry: 
peecles in Theology", "Obstacles in Church Practices", “Obstacles 
Social Structure of Japan", and ees In th!e Japanese Men-— 


res 


“study group, meeting at intervals and working through individ- 

nd committee study, brought one basic recommendation: an educa- 
method suitable for Japan in its present Situation must be devised, 
_ Japanese chi ch must provide an indigenous program of Christian 


its findings were: The Japanese church has been over-depen- _ 
orted theology, especially in its extreme forms (Barthisnism, 
Or eschatological extremism, or existential theology with 

-on the here and now.) In church practice, the greatest * 
a serious consideration of the "theology of the incarnation,” — 
or anization end -sadanni stration, in. preparation of the: cur-—e2 
ommunity service. The Local church must act and work | 
obstac an tie Social structure, arise. fromthe imperi~ 
, Which is | te aoe Ne ee gad in Pas 
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Perils, 1959° + 2 


= landlord-tenant: system in farming. The poverty of the lower classes 
well as backwardness of small businesses, especially as related to the 
b-society”, which makes free movement or decision difficult, was 
sOgnized as another important factor. Thus, the lack of individuality 
“non-existentiality" becomes’ a prime obstacle to evangelism. 


Tt was felt that on the part of Caristian leaders and those who pre- 
6 Christian education material, there existed a lack of study of 
dequate content as well as a lack of adequate understanding. or sensiti- 
ity toward the students in the church schools, Also recognized was the 
abive attitude of Japanese. homes toward Christian education, among 

h Christian and non-Christians. 


» To consider: these,findings, the Kyodari Romirebes on Girteien Aduca-~ 
m called a Conference of Christian Schools (April 7-8, meeting in 
kone). Prominent educators took part: Kazuo Aitamori, professor: Tokens 
ited Theological Seminary; Kiyomi Morioka, associate professor, “Tokyo 
University oi Hducation; Makoto Tsumori, associate professor, Ochanomizu 
University; Kikuo Yamaoka, associate professor, Chiba: University; Koichi 
Kobayashi, professor, Aoyama University; Yoshiaki lizaka,. associate 
cofessor, Peers! School; in addition to members of the committee. 


x The conference: centered on eight topics; _ Strengthening the fellow- 
Ship between teachers and. students, with a Christian concern for a human 
relationship, might perhaps call for mac technique of the’ church's hotses 
tings as an educational method. To strengthen the church school 
artment it is not adequate to discuss organization and curriculum; 
Peer ioue DULY Sparitual concern must be basic. One difficult area 
evangelism among students is among middle-school" students (grades 
eees 12-15), so that more effort and concern must be directed.Here. 


.- Among -t.eacher problems, it was noted that often the superintendent: 
the enurch “school :is one in name only, sometimes an elder..or respected 
son but one lacking knowledge of educational procedure and who is not 
Sectly involved in basic teaching so vies he lacks’ appreciation for 
mtinuing problems. -On°the pastor's par it was urged that there ts 
meatlure to-see Christian education. as pa ae of the church's evangelism, 
1 often the pastor, himself, lacks knowledge of christian educational 
thods.. Thus, in criticism of present theological education in Japan, 
was felt that the priority given to theology in the curriculum per- 
parece room for practical theology. Thus, re-consideration of the 
logical curriculum is necessary. Christian schools and the local 
aurches must find ways for a more intimate relationship in thei’ mutual 
» 2ne church then, was urged to strengthen generally its educa 
muce aid practice. 


Annual kyodan-Related Missionary Meet 


Semen wne leadership of ‘Dr. Darley Downs, the annual Kyodan-related 
ssionary conference was held from March 31 to 1 oy ia i ne ae 8 canmai so , 
5 Celebrating the centennial of the Protestant Christian mission 
pan , the theme was "Review and Prospect". In the opening meeting 
sKeikichi Shirai, moderator, United Church of Christ in Japan, — 
“greetings. Dr. Masao Takenake, Doshisha Theological Seminary, 
ated | on ahh Okayama district in his address. "Social Action and— 

: _ Review and Prospect." Noting ‘that awareness Gtx 


Sik eee yy 
ee 


ey 


2 


ian 


ta) 


al needs in eon were present in the earliest A ge congrega- 

3, who responded especially to the need for women's schools and fo 
ical cere, he emphasized that these were not imported views but were 
aneously generated by the work of the Gospel among the Japanese who 
Ok its meaning seriously. The first evening closed with a panel dis- 
SSion, surveying Christian social work, led by the Rev. Everett 


In a main address the veteran missionary , the Rev. Frank Cary, . 
ought a unique perspective for viewing the first fifty years of work™ 
Japan under the title, "Right Dress! Forward March!" With quota-— 

ons from early letters and writings, he emphasized the idea that past. 
ssionaries who were adequate to their calling were those who were ; 
gned with Jesus Christ, wa Oh whom we must all, continueously, Maes 
ess"--and then we are able t to "forward march. Dr. Richard Drummond — 
ened this historical perspective by a study of martyrdoms among 
man Catholic Christians as well as of the suffering of the faithful — 
ong Protestants, speaking of "The Cost of Discipleship in Japan." 
mong the fruits Of this discipleship he noted the elevated status of 


men, wide-spread Christian schools, and medical aid for lepers, and 
ncern a the blind and the deat. 


With his’ background, md vee es on "Beginning the Second Century 
‘given in four areas: general evangelism (E. Frank Carey); occu- 
onal evangelism (Theodor 2 eae youth and student work (Rendell — 


and schools (Darley Downs). 


‘The final addresses were given by two visitors, Dr. Walter Mar- 

1 Horton, Overlin Graduate School ‘of Theology and at present a 
ting ‘lecturer in Doshisha University; and Dr. Tracey Jones, Sec= — 
y for Southeast Asia, Division of World Missions of the Mevhon es 

ch, ponent Situation in Mainland China.” 


A music program =~ eeGibional church music, Tenannee folk songs, 
Negro spirituais -- was presented by a 30-member choir from the 
rnattonal Christian University, led by Mr. Micho Suzuki. Many 
‘insically valuable writings and photographs, illustrating the firs: 
sury of the Christian mission in Japan, were gathered and displayed 
ouise Auchenbach. The communion service, which vlosed the con- 

€, was presided over by the Rev. Mr. Philip Williams and the 


vo Mrs. Phiiip Williams, with music and choir under the direction of 
William Cundiff. 


“business sessions, two important questions were rai sed, both Ae 
lilting from earlier discussions or addresses in the main meeting. ou 
e é of the quality of institutions of higher education related + 
tian churcaes, it was urged that no investigating board com... 
of foreign. members come to Japan for a survey but that any such 
b a. within and under the auspices of the Bducation Associa- 
| pecondiy, it was felt that in keeping pe 
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s issued a the, Cleveland meeting of the National Council of 
ches, eros 
Beresent at the conference were a total of 320 Kyodan-related and 
rested missionaries, with a record-breaking number .of 76 children. 


Centenary of the Nippon Seikokai in Japan 


Sechip and international fellowship keynoted the Japan Centennial 
brations in Tokyo, April 7, 8 and 9. Some 60 foreign representativ ~ 
mm eleven countries joined the Japanese in the festival, the largest — 
glican delegations coming from the United States, England, Canada oa 
tralia -- countries whose missionary societies have undertaken work 25mm 
pean. indeed, the Centenary was held to commemorate the start, in 1856 
mission work by the mother Churches, not the founding the Nippon fa 
Lkokei, the commemoration which will be in 1987. a 


“i Foreign prelates who were the guests of the Nippon Seikokai were the 
St Reverend end Rt. Hon. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Can- ~ 
ury and Mrs. Fisher; The Most. Rev. Arthur Carl Lichtenberger, Presid- 

brshop-oL.the American Church, The Most Rev. Reginald Gharles Hakse. 
bishop of Brisbane and Acting Primate of Australia; The Rt. Rev. a 
Peoeerrc irving Bloy, Bishop of Los Angeles, and Mrs. Bloy; The Rt. = 
John Charles Sydney Daly, Bishop of Korea; The Rt. Rev. Harry < 
bourne Kennedy, Bishop of Honolulu; The Rt. Rev. Reginald.Mallett ~~ 

10p of Northern Indiana, and Mrs. Mallett ; and the Rt. Rev. Ivor we 


Mrs. Norris. 
d. The Rev. Canon A. H. Davis of Canada, Bare ‘he Rev. 
self a former Japan misgionary) of Australia. 


American laymen were represented by the Hon. Francis B. Sayre; orth 
icen Churchwomen by Mrs. Arthur N. Sherman, txecutive Secretary one eo 
Division of Women's Mork and by Mrs. Ellsworth Ferreira of the G.F. 


Japanese priests cee overseas who returned home to see how 
ir fellow Churchmen were doing included the Rev. John M. Yamazaki of 
Angeles, and the Rev. and Mrs. Ken Imai of Toronto, Canada. 


die Japenese Church also welcomed back a number of their former. 
Miss Htta Anbler (Richmond, Va.'), Miss Elizabeth Dickson — 
, N.¥.), The Rev. R.W. Andrews: Gardiner (Sen Francisco, Calif. Jag 
év. Kenneth Sansbury (St. Augustine College’, Canterbury, England) , : 
Meme Mchim {San FPrencisco, Calif.), and Dr.-Richard K.-. Start 
meord, Ont.) Canada). 


: oul Be ors un which over-night aS ees foe as cathedral- re n 
: (The previous day it had been used to celebrate Buddha's | 
4 A procession_of 250 clergy and laity was witnessed by 4, 500. 
the largest assemblage of Anglicans ever in Japan. Prayers and 
“réedin,s were offered by three Jupanese bishops, after which 
itenberger. ipecached une sermon. In his congregation the 
ee es een of the Emperor. 


CUI ees Municipel Auditorium a 


O. 14h - April 15, 1959 -5- 


on Service of Thanksgiving was held, the celebrant being Japan's Presid- 
ng Bishop, Michael H. Yashiro, and the sermoner the Archbishop of Can- 
éerbury. Later in the morning at St. Paul's University the new College 

f Law was inaugurated. In the afternoon at the Auditorium Bishop Yashiro | 
ave an address, 'Reflections on One Hundred Years of the Nippon Seikokai', 
mM which he paid special tribute to the missionaries who established the 
Gelican Church in Japan. In the evening the scene shifted to Tucker 

all, at St. Paul's University, where a panel discussion, moderated by 

me Rev, Samuel Koji Horie, Chairman of the Department of Christian 
ducation, ‘Looking Ahead to the Next Hundred Years' tackled the problem 

f future Church strategy. 


: On the .aorning of April 9 Centenery visitors proceeded to Tucker 
all, at St. Paul's University, to witness University President Masatoshi 
atsushitsa confer honorary Doctorates of Laws on Archbishop Fisher and : 
ishop Lichtenberger, both of whom addressed the gathering. The ceremony 
as followed by a luncheon reception in the University Refrectory. karly 
a the afternoon guests hurried away from St. Paul's through the rain to 
‘reception at St. Luke's Internationat Hospital in downtown Tokyo. The 
yening saw nearly everybody back at St. Paul's Tucker Hall, all of its 
,200 seats full of Episcopalians enjoying a four-hour variety entertain- 
ent of songs, vaudville acts, and folk dances staged by representatives 

f the ten dioceses of the Nippon Seikokai. 


At the end of the efternoon session the leaders of the Mother Churches 
et together informally and the-next morning, April 9, published the 
Ollowing letter: 


To the Presiding Bishop, Nippon Seikokai: 


ie ee a 
t 


— 


My Dear Bishop Yashiro, 


WE rejoice and ; ive thanks that we are privileged to join with 
you and your perple in the celebration of one hundred years of 
our Church's mission to the people of Japan. The glorious 
example of the past century makes us the more aware of the 
opportunities before yuu now. 


As the Nippon Seikckai enters upon the second century of work 
' ‘among the millions of people in this richly endowed nation, we 
_ assure you of our renewed concern for the mission of our Church 
nere. 


iheweask is of the greatest magnitude. Therefore, for the 

strengthening o: the existing Church and the initiation of new 

work, we pledge ourselves to consult and work together with 

meeyou, 19 the future as inthe past, as parners and brothers in 
wench . : 


fT our Christian exchange of thought, and gifts, and prayers, 
' w2 Shall se k to uphold you in doing God's will and work in this 


* wand. 


(Signed) Geoffrey Cantuar: 
Reginald Brishane: 
- Ivor Brandon. . 
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Ish - April 15, 1959 ty eine 
Degrees from St. Paul's (Rikkyo) University. << 


Seas Paul's University, the Church's largest (10,000 students) school | 
1 Japan, continued its custom of granting honorary degrees to non-Japa- 
2se who have made outstanding contributions to the Church; and, as its 
tare in the Centenary, conferred degrees on three Americans and an 
iglishman. 

ee On March 25, on the occasion of the Commencement Exercises and in 

me presence of 1,400 young men and women graduates, University President 
msatoshi Mausushitea conferred the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws on 

a Hon. Francis Vowes Sayre who delivered the main address of the dey. 

In fact, Dr. Sayre made his address twice that day, for the size of 

weker Hall Auditorium (1,500 seats) can not accomodate all the graduates 
ieee guests at the same time.) - Dr. Sayre was cited for his efforts 
1 promoting laymen's work and for his many services to St. Paul's, both 
ring end since his year (1952-53) in Japan as Bishop Sherrill's special 
spresentative. Dr. Sayre now is chairman of the American Committee of 
uw Friends of Rikkyo. 


' On April 6, at an Evensong Service in the University's All Ssints 
lapel, Mrs. Arthur Sherman received at the hands of Dr. Matsushita the 
morary degree of Doctor of Humanities, her second such honor (the first 
ing Doctor of Humane Letters, from Hobart and William Smith Coleges in 
5.) After the ceremony a newly completed movie on St. Paul's was ; 
viewed, and the guests attended a reception in Mrs. Sherman's honor ; 
| Chanel House. 

See tdelly, on the morning of April 9, at Tucker Hall, in the présence 
'several hundred guests, including former Prime Minister Yoshida, 
esident Matsushita conferred honorary doctors of Laws on the Archbishop 
Canterbury and the Presiding Bishop of the American Church. Both Dr. 
sher and Dr. Lichtenberger made addresses on the occasion, after which 
ey enc the guests .ttended a luncheon reception on the campus. 


pan Church's 26th General Synod Meets 


Usually the Triennial synod of the Nippon Seikokai creates almost as 
a Star -- albeit a proportionately smaller one -- as the American 
Sral Convention; but its meeting this year was overshadowed by the. 
wivities accompanying the Centenary. In fact most of the foreign 


sitors never even realized that the Synod was meeting and thus were 
prived of a chance to see Synod was meeting and thus were deprived of 
Chance to see Japanese Churchmen in their routine working clothes. 

© work they did, even though accomplishments appear at first glance to , 
slight. 


An interesting proposal -- and none the less interesting because it 
efeated -- was made by the Committee on Evangelism to reduce the 
ber of dioceses from ten to eight, distributing parts of two of the 
ent among their neighboring four’ diocese, and to designate three of 
emaining di ceses as ‘mission dioceses'. Despite the reasonableness, — 
larly its financial attractiveness, of this proposal it was, after 
, eliminated. Delegates felt that a reduction of dioceses would 
ede Step; that the proposal, under the Canons, had been ~~ ys. 
rth by he improper committee; and that there was a sad lack OL | 
» terr ‘mission diocese’. pai es Aisi 2 <a 


Os ive action and of course, the most significant one of the 
nod was the acceptance by the Church of the ‘new’ Prayer Book. The ; 
d of 1956 adopted this Book for permissive and optional use through- 
the Church -- now it becomes the Orator Book of the Nippon Seikokai. 


Panel Discussion 


On the evening of April 8, a "panel discussion” was held in Tucker — 

1, st. Paul's University. The subject of the panel was "Looking ines 
ad to the Next Hundred Years". The Rev. Wm. Enkichi Kan, Chairman of — 
© Paculties of Arts and Letters at St. Paul's, and The Rev. Cyril : 
wles, Professor of the Central Theological College, were introductory . 
makers. They Spoke, respectively, of "the contribution of the Seiko-  — 
“to the Anglican Communion", and "the responsibility of the Church 
pooczety". 


There were seven other members on the panel, four of whom represented 
eé Church's organizations for young people, the Brotherhood of St.Andrew 
e Girls' Friendly Society and the "Seinen-kai"; the remaining three 
embers were Prof. Ushijima of the Faculty of Education, Kyushu Univer- 
acy, Mr. Waki, Editor of The Christ Weekly, and the Rev. Mr. Furuki, 

e of the younger clergy. 


Discussion centered mainly around the problem of presenting the 

spel in the language of the people,and in a way to meet their parti- 

Jar needs, without in any sense “watering down” or compromising the 
pel's meaning. Over a thousand people attended and unusual interest — 
Gisplayed in the discussion. After the panel had spoken briefly to = 
points raised in the introductory speeches, contributions were 

Mvited from the audience; there was unfortunately no time to hear more 
han a grease" of the many who seemed eager to speak. 


